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The Family in the City
Abstract
Almost by definition the concentration of poverty is associated with the concentration of family problems and
less well functioning communities. Researchers have had no problem documenting that crime, drug abuse,
mental health problems, and school failure are all disproportionately located in the poorer communities in the
United States, especially in very poor neighborhoods. However, for the author, that correlation of low income
communities and problem behavior or low achievement among children does not necessarily demonstrate
that families and children behave differently because they grow up in low income communities.
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